INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
KARAGÖZ

Karagöz and Hacivat are the lead characters of the traditional Turkish
shadow play, popularized during the Ottoman period and then spread to
most nation states that comprised the Ottoman Empire and most
prominently in Turkey and Greece.

KARAGÖZ

Turkey is located between the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List by UNESCO to register
the 20 elements of most elements into the top 5 countries.

KARAGÖZ
• Karagöz is a shadow play performed on a white curtain with
a backlight reflecting figures of humans, animals or objects
called tasvir made from camel or water buffalo hide and
attached to rods.
• The name of the Karagöz curtain is Küşteri Square after a
historic person named Sheikh Küşteri. One legend says that
Karagöz and Hacivat, the two main characters in the play,
were executed by Sultan Orhan because they were holding
up construction when they worked on a mosque, but that
the Sultan later regretted this decision. Sheikh Küşteri saw
that the Sultan was upset, so he made images of Karagöz
and Hacivat and played them on a curtain. It is for this
reason that Karagöz performers consider Sheikh Küşteri to
be the founder of their art.

KARAGÖZ
• Music and dance are important elements
in Karagöz plays. The characters in the
Karagöz play dance onto the stage
accompanied by local music. The shadow
play achieves its holistic effect by virtue of
the seamless performance of lines, poetry,
music, dance and puppet movements.
• https://aregem.ktb.gov.tr/TR139583/karagoz-eng.html

KARAGÖZ
• The lead character Karagöz is a realistic commoner who is
uneducated, brave, and transparent with his emotions, gets angry
and fights at the drop of a hat, but cannot tolerate hypocrisy and
lies. He does not understand what educated characters like
Hacivat, say, or pretends not to understand, and he misinterprets
them. These contrasts result in a variety of comical situations.
Karagöz is frequently in trouble because he sticks his nose into
everyone’s business and is very blunt, but by the end of the play
he finds a way to get out of his troubles.
• Hacivat, on the other hand, is the exact opposite of Karagöz. He
is a shrewd man of education who is very knowledgeable, speaks
well, is consulted for advice by the entire community, and accepts
the status quo, but he is sneaky, tells people what they want to
hear,and put his own interest first.

